Village of Hoffman Estates
Sustainability Commission
September 16, 2013 - Minutes
											

Members in Attendance: 					Members Absent:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sheila Schwartz, Co-Chair					Trustee Gary Pilafas
Eric Marscin, Co-Chair					Tabarak Kahn
Trustee Anna Newell	(arrived 6:10 pm)			Helen Petritis
Robert Podgorksi (arrived 6:20pm)				George Valdovinos
Robert Ivey
George Tuhowski III (arrived 6:07 pm)
Alfredo Izquierdo
Jamie Marscin							Others in Attendance:
Darren Smollen						Kelly Kerr, Village Forester
Lon Harner							Annie Tierney, Administrative Analyst


CALL TO ORDER: 
Session was begun at 6:00 p.m. by Co-Chair Schwartz. 

Co-Chair Marscin introduced new Commission member, Jamie Marscin.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Motion to approve minutes from July 1, 2013 was made and approved by the Commission. 

STAFF LIASON REPORT:
None to report

OLD BUSINESS:  
a. Recycling Event
Co-Chair Schwartz discussed the success of the recycling event held on August 17th, 2013 at the Village.  The Commission complemented the Department of Public Works for the great job they did for the event.  The sheets handed to the public during the event detailing locations of where to take items not recyclable at the event were helpful.  For future recycling events, it would be helpful to identify the difference between certain electronics because it was difficult for the volunteers to decipher between those items.  Commissioner Ivey suggested doing an all-inclusive bid on the electronics in order to prevent the hassle of identifying which items the Village can and cannot take.  

NEW BUSINESS:

a. School Recycling Art Project
Co-Chair Schwartz introduced the topic of the school recycling art project and explained how the project works.  First, everything must be recyclable.  Whitley school is very interested in participating this year in the project.  Co-Chair Schwartz said there are two possible ways for the Commission to go about this project.  

Two Ideas:
1. Try the school recycling art project in one school this year.  Co-Chair Schwartz explained that the possible theme could be “winter wonderland,” and we could kick it off after the holidays.  The art teachers could coordinate it.  
2. Try the school recycling art project with multiple schools.  Co-Chair Marscin explained the second idea for the project.  First, send a letter to each principal asking for a group of students in grades 4-6 to participate.  For example, it would be five kids and one coach for the makeup of each team.  Each team could pick a theme and create a diorama.  The project could include paints and adhesives.  The final project could come back to the Commission or a subgroup to be judged with a scoring sheet.  Certificates will be given to everyone and the projected timeline would be five to six weeks from start to finish.  

The idea that it is hard to reach principals because they are very busy was a concern of the Commission.  The suggestion was to use this year as a learning experience and do one school and then move forward and do more schools next year if the Commission thinks the project was successful.  

One of the Commission members brought up the idea of involving Rep. Crespo in the project.  However, the person connected to Rep. Crespo who would have been involved is no longer there.
  
The goal for the School Recycling Art Project is to educate and introduce the idea of recycling awareness to younger people.  

Commissioner Tuhowski III asked the Commission if they could put “what is recyclable?” signs next to recycling bins since people are often confused about what they can and cannot recyclable.  

Commissioner Podgorksi discussed how they conducted the School Recycling Art Project in the past.  He said they contacted principals and asked them to nominate a team.  Then the team created a diorama with a theme from recyclable materials.  In addition to the project, the team created a poster identifying what they learned from doing the project.  They usually had four schools participate and gave prizes to all of them.  The prize used to be an education savings bond but those are no longer available.  Everyone involved received a certificate.  The judges were members of the Commission.  

DISCUSS AT NEXT MEETING:
1. Tour of Groot Recycling brought up by Trustee Newell

OTHER:  
Commissioner Podgorski handed out “Our Annual Initiatives” brochure for the Commission where it discussed the School Recycling Art Project.  He said there is no material online about the project.  He handed all of the paper information to Co-Chair Marscin.  

Co-Chair Schwartz asked if the Commission was willing to meet in October.  They agreed on October 21st as the next meeting date.  

In the meantime, the Commission said it would be a good idea to think of ways to promote awareness about recycling in the Village.  The Commission also said how they have barely spent any/no money since the Sustainability Commission started.  

ADJOURNMENT: 
6:30 p.m. 

Minutes Submitted by:   Annie Tierney

The next meeting is planned for Monday, October 21, 2013 at 6:00 pm, at the Village Hall.
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