Police: Amphetamines
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Amphetamines, dextroamphetamine and methamphetamine are
collectively referred to as amphetamines. Their chemical properties
and actions are so similar that even experienced users have difficulty
knowing which drug they have taken.

Amphetamine was first marketed in the 1930s as Benzedrine in an
over-the-counter inhaler to treat nasal congestion. By 1937
amphetamine was available by prescription in tablet form and was
used in the treatment of the sleeping disorder narcolepsy and the
behavioral syndrome called minimal brain dysfunction (MBD), which
today is called (ADHD).

During World War II, amphetamine was widely used to keep the
fighting men going; both dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine) and
methamphetamine (Methedrine) became readily available. As use of
amphetamines spread, so did their abuse. Amphetamines became a
cure-all for helping truckers to complete their long routes without
falling asleep, for weight control, for helping athletes to perform better
and train longer, and for treating mild depression. Intravenous
amphetamine abuse spread among a subculture known as "speed
freaks." With experience, it became evident that the dangers of abuse
of these drugs outweighed most of their therapeutic uses.. . .



